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New brochure on non-invasive landscape plants available

MIPN’s Green Industry Commi! eehas com-

pleted a new brochure entitled, “Landscape n rf"
Alternative to Invasive Plants of the Mid- ".:
west”. The brochure highlights plants that

are invasive in the Midwest region, as well as M I P N

some to be watched or maintained if planted. 0rg
For each species included, information on
safe planting alternativ es, including both na-
. ) . ) ; ) _.g F 4

tive species and non-invasive exotic species, $ /.1 ¥ ’
is provided. The brochure also includes in- A

formation on the desirable a! ributes of each = .

alternative plant that make it an acceptable al-
ternative to the invasive species in question.

Mldwest Invaswe Plant Network

tee Chair Kay Havens, who works as Direc- ' |
tor of the Institute for Plant Conserv ation at
Chicago Botanic Garden. The Green Industry

Commi! ee, which includes both representa-
tives of the horticultural industry and conser - ! .
vation practitioners, worked together to de- &
velop the list of inv asive plants in trade and
viable alternativ es to include. Photographs
were provided by Midwest Groundcov ers, |
and the design was created by Tom Poole of
The Holden Arboretum.

The brochure is intended for use by hom- } Inva81ve

eowners, garden clubs, members of green k Pl
industry, native plant societies, and anyone 2 . antS
who w ould like more information about what /,.:7 of the Midwest

to plant (and what not to plant”). T o obtain
copies, contact Kate Howe at khowe@tnc.org T
or (317)951-8818.

MIPN’s new landscape alternatives brochure

It’s time to renew your MIPN membership! Visit www.
mipn.org/joinMIPN.htm  for more information.




David Borneman has worked as the Natu-
ral Area Preservation Manager for the city of
Ann Arbor , Michigan since 1993.Among oth-
er responsibilities, this includes overseeing
the ecological restoration of about 1200 acres
of city parkland. David also owns a priv ate
ecological consulting business specializing in
prescribed burning (www .RestoringNature-
Wit hFire.com). He holds a B.S. degree in Out-
door Education/Field Biology from Northland
College and an M.S. degree in Consenation
Biology and Sustainable Development from
UW-Madison. David's areas of expertise are
in using #re to manage natural areas in the
Midwest and in urban natural area issues. He
serveson the boards of the Natural Areas As-
sociation, The Stewardship Network and the
Michigan Prescribed Fire Council. David w as
born and raised on a farm in lllinois, and has
lived his entire life in the Midw est, except for
one year spent teaching school in the Monte-
verde Cloud Forest of Costa Rica.

David and his wife have tw o girls in elemen-
tary school. The family enjoys camping, ca-
noeing, birding, and driving back and forth
to lllinois and W isconsin to see the grandpar
ents. Any day the sun is shining and the rela-
tive humidity is below 50%, David is prob-
ably burning somewhere in the Midwest, or
at least trying to"

David Borneman

Kevin Gibson

Kevin Gibson is an Associate Professor in
the Department of Botany and Plant Pathol-
ogy at Purdue Univ ersity. He obtained his
Ph.D in Ecology from the Univ ersity of Cali-
fornia at Davis and has a B.S. in Biology from
Indiana Univ ersity. His research is focused
on weed management in organic and low ex-
ternal input agricultural systems and on the
ecology and management of plant invasions.
He teaches coursework in weed science, plant
ecology, and leads a short course on tropical
agriculture in Costa Rica. Kevin is also the
co-director of the Sloan Foundation’s scholar
ship program for Nativ e American graduate
students at Purdue University.

In November , MIPN elected ! ve new board
members. They are:

» Trish Beckjord, Associate-- Landscape Ar-
chitecture and Planning, Conservation Design
Forum

* Brian Corr , Director of New Crop Dev elop-
ment, Ball Horticultural Company

» Susan Galatowitsch, Professor of Horticul-
tural Science, University of Minnesota

» Bob Masters, Global Product Development
Leader for Rangeland, Pasture, and Industrial
Vegetation Management, Dow AgroScience

» Mark Renz, Extension Weed Scientist, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison

Keep an eye on future newsle! ers for more
information about our new board members.



MIPN held its annual meeting in Clev eland on
October 10 in conjunction with the Natural Ar-
eas Conference, The MIPN-sponsored eents
included a symposium on inv asive plants co-
hosted by the Ohio Invasive Plants Council.
Below, two of our board members share sum-
maries of talks from the symposium.

The talk that had the biggest impact on me
was Ti$any Knight's “Reducing seed output

and seed viability of cultiv ars: how much is
enough to create a plant that will not be inv a-
sive?” 1 don’'t know about y ou, but population

biology is not something I'v e ever understood
well (this could hav e something to do with the
fact that | managed to go all the way through
graduate school without ev er taking a popula-
tion biology class). In a very clear and com-
pelling talk, Ti$ any managed to explain the
basics of population modeling and e$ edively
apply it to the issue of invasive plants.

First, she shared an example using garlic
mustard. Work by population modelers has
shown that surviv orship between di$ erent
life stages of garlic mustard varies greatly
and that the ‘Achilles heel’ of garlic mustard is
the transition from # rst year rose! e to second
year &owering plant. That is the stage with
the lowest survivorship (roughly , 62%), and
it would take a relatively small decrease in
that surviv orship rate to stop a garlic mustard
population from increasing in size. And that
is why the garlic mustard biocontrol e$ orts
have focused on the weevil that will have the
greatest impact on rose! es rather than on oth-
er life stages (seeds, secondgar plants) where
survivorship is much higher.

She compared that model with models for
perennial plants, for which it is usually the
surviv orship of adult plants from one year to
another that is the biggest factor in population

growth. Decreasing seed production, which

plant breeders o' en focus on to produce less
invasiv e cultivars, is really not the key life stage
for population growth. These models suggest
that invasivenessof perennial cultivars does

not really decrease unless the plant is u!erly

sterile. This is an important consideration as
we go forward with # nding less invasive alter-
natives for plants in trade.

Theresa Culley of the University of Cincinnati
and Keith Manbeck of Drecker’s Nursery in
Groveport, Ohio, presented “How researchers
and the nursery industry can work together
to prevent plant inv asions.” Citing a histori-
cal lack of collaboration between biological re-
searchers and the nursery industry, Culley and
Manbeck described how to build e$ edive col-
laborations. To prevent future plant inv asions,
we need the combined expertise of both sec-
tors to identify problematic species and #nd a
suitable and equitable solution. Any realistic
solution to this sometimes contentious issue
will have to address the ecological impacts of
horticultural introductions, the # nancial via-
bility of the industry, and the consumers who
drive the horticultural process.

There is fertile ground for collaboration, and an
urgent need to channel the passionate opinions
of div erse stakeholders in a positive direction.
While unanimity may never prevail, conser -
vation researchers and the nursery profes-
sion must #nd mutually acceptable solutions.
Open dialogue, mutual respect, and education
are the binding principles within the profes-
sions, between the professions, and toward
the audience following the professions. Major
Issues to resolwe are de#ning invasiveness and
ecological impact, developing a scienti#cally-
based list of invasive traits for plant selection,
developing and promoting non-inv asive alter-
natives, #nding practical prev entive screening



Reports from the MIPN Annual Meeting in Cleveland

(cont.)

methods for new introductions, and promot-
ing consistent, shared educational messages
about invasiveness and alternative choices.

Researchers hae the molecular and ecologi-
cal tools to improve techniques for creating
noninvasiv e alternatives. Nurserymen are
experienced in front-line screening and in-
troduction of new ornamentals, and have
a direct link to the plant-buying public. Ap-
plications of these principles are underw ay
in the nursery industry , such as the deelop-
ment of almost-seedless cultivars of known
invasiv e plants. Research is undervay on the
ecology and biology of inv asive ornamen-
tals, such as Callery pear Pyrus calleryana
But the development of non-inv asive alter-
natives takes prolonged e$ort and expense,
and nurserymen need time to phase out old
stock. In return, inv asive plant profession-
als must support the good faith e$ orts of the

Theresa Culley (University of Cincinnati)

& Keith Manbeck (Ohio Nursery & Land-
scape Association) present a joint talk at
the invasive plants symposium

nursery trade by educating the public and poli-
cymakers about viable alternativ e to invasive or-
namentals.

Using trust, communication, and education, re-
searchers and nurserymen can create new oppor
tunities to rigorously examine the potential for

new plant invasions, generate pro#table alterna-

tives, and educate the audience and consumers
who support all of us plant professionals.

A New Invasive Species Task Force in Indiana contributed

by Ellen Jacquart, The Nature Conservancy, Indiana Chapter

On October 3, the Indiana Legislature’s Natu-
ral Resources Summer Study Commi! ee ap-
pointed an Invasive Species Bsk Force for
Indiana. This task force is charged with study-
ing the economic and environmental impacts
of invasive species in Indiana and providing
#ndings and recommendations on strategies
for prevention, early detection, control and
management of invasive species to minimize
these impacts. The Bsk Force will report its
#ndings to the legislators by July 2008.
Ellen Jacquart, President of the Midwest Inva-
sive Plant Netw ork and Director of Steward-
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ship for the Indiana Chapter of The Nature
Conservancy, will be co-chairing the Task
Force with Phil Marshall, Indiana’s State En-
tomologist. Other members of the Task Force
include: the State Chemist and Seed Com-
missioner; the State Forester; the Director of
the Animal Board of Health; the Indiana De-
partment of Natural Resources’ Aquatic In-
vasives Coordinator; a representative from
the Indiana Nursery and Landscape Associa-
tion, professors from Notre Dame and from
Purdue University; a county parks employ-
ee; and a representative of a local land trust.



Invasive Species Rules being Developed in Wisconsin— Your

Input Needed contributed by Kelly Kearns, Wisconsin DNR

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Re- of experts in their respective #elds and interest
sources (DNR) and the Wisconsin Council on groups) will use the criteria for species selec-
Invasive Species hae been working over the tion to advise the Council on the placement of
last two years to dewelop rules to classify and species in speci# categories. Separate SAGs
regulate invasive species. W will be asking have been dewloped for speci#c categories
for participation and input from the interested  including: aquatic plants and algae, woody
public very soon. plants, terrestrial herbaceous plants, #sh and
aquatic invertebrates, terrestrial vertebrates,
A DNR wor king group has met regularly ov er terrestrial inv ertebrates and forest pests. The
the past two years to develop adra’ classi#ca- development of the SAGs is an alempt to
tion system for inv asive species. The purpose gather expertise and input from a wider range
of these rules is to prevent the introduction of specialists prior to taking the dra’ rules to
and spread of invasive species in the state. The the public for their input. This process will
key components of the rule package include: 1) also result in the documentation of the recom-
the legal classi#cation categories - prohibited, mendations made for the classi#cation of each
restricted, and the informal categories - watch species.
and non-restricted; 2) criteria for classifying
species; 3) a listing of species by category; 4) In September the SAGs will meet to review
actions that would be prohibited; 5) exemp- and assess the species and to make recommen-
tions for possession, sale or other activities in- dations to the Council. The Council will then
volving some invasive species under specitc make recommendations to DNR. The process
conditions or when authorized by a permit  will also include a public participation process
from the Department; and 6) speci#c enforce- before the o* cial public hearing process be-
ment actions that would be taken. gins.

The rule will identify inv asive species in each
speci#c category based on the criteria and will

place restrictions on those species that are
classi#ed as prohibited or restricted. Regula-

tory controls may also be placed on pathways

of introduction or spread of inv asive species
(e.g., #rewood brought in from out-of-state).

The Research Subcommilee of the Council
on Invasive Species developed a set of criteria
for assessing the species to be classiéd. DNR
sta$, with input from the Council and others
developed the lists of species to be assessed
and had summaries wri! en of the available
literature on each of those species. These liter
ature summaries were reviewed by land man-
agers and species specialists. Specie8ssess-

Spo"ed knapweed growing through a
ment Groups (SAGs) were created to assess fence in New Bu#alo, Michigan

the species and make recommendations to the
Council. The SAGs (which will be comprised
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Upcoming Meetings

Integrating Invasive Plant Species Data in
the Midwest: Solutions for Data Collection
and Management, Madison, WI

January 24-25, 2008

Join regional data managers, resource manag-
ers, researchers, and members of the National

ers, nature enthusiasts; sta$and board mem-
bers from land trusts; anyone responsible for
caring for nativ e habitats--will all take aw ay
valuable information on the restoration of na-
tive ecosystems.

Friday, January 25, 2008

Institute of Inv asive Species Science (NIISS) Day 1 o$ers presentations from leading scien-

to discuss how to address issues related to re-
gional inv asive species data collection, integra-
tion, and dissemination. Participants will hav e
an opportunity to enter data into the NIISS da-

tabase and create usable maps, so bring along

your inv asive plant location information This
event will be held at the Pyle Center in Madi-
son, Wisconsin. Information and directions for
the Pyle Center can be found at h!p://confer-
encing.uwex.edu/pyle.cfm. Register by Janu-
ary 4 to receive the reduced registration rate of
+40. A' er January 4, the registration fee will
be +80. Registration includes lunch on both
days. To register or for additional informa-
tion, please contactAlycia Crall: 970-227-3310;
crall@wisc.edu.

The Stewardship Network Conference 2008:
The Science, Practice & Art of Restoring Na-
tive Ecosystems, Lansing, Ml

January 25-26, 2008

This two-day conference is designed for ev-
eryone interested in caring for natural lands
and waters. Wlunteers and professional land
managers alike; elected and appointed o* -
cials; DNR employees; birders, teachers, hunt-

MIPN members sporting their new MIPN
t-shirts at the annual meeting in Cleveland
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tists on the applications of research on ecologi-
cal restoration and natural areas stewardship.
Session topics include Savannas < Grasslands,
Forested Ecosystems, and Wetlands.

Saturday, January 26, 2008

A keynote presentation by Stephen Rackard
of the National Audubon Society kicks 0$ Day
2 of the conference, followed by a showcase
of exemplary projects. The second half of the
morning is comprised of concurrent hands-on
wor kshop sessions including something for
everyone--from the novice to the experienced.
The conference concludes with lunch and the
closing program.

Registration is required for this event. Please
register on-line at www .stewardshipnetwork.
org.

Cost: Stewardship Network members: +60/day
or +100 both days; Non-members: +75/day or
+125 both days

For more information please contact: Lisa
Brush (734) 395-4483 |brush@steavdshipnet-
wor k.org.




