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As of April 1, 2008 the Midwest Inv asive Plant
Network will have a new host organization.

MIPN'’s stal and funds will be transferred to

Purdue Univ ersity’s Department of Botany &
Plant Pathology.

For the past three and a half years, MIPN
has been housed within The Nature Conser-
vancy’s Indiana Field O" ce When MIPN
was #rst forming, TNC agreed to handle # -
nances and host a sta! position for MIPN for
the short term. At that time, MIPN's Steer -
ing Commi$ eeexpected that once MIPN was
established, we would apply for tax-exempt
non-pro#t, or 501 (c)(3), status. As we began
the work of becoming an independent non-
pro#t organization, it became clear that main-
taining an a" liation with a host organization
was bene#cial for MIPN in terms of collabora-
tions, managing grants and other donations,
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and providing assistance with employment,
including bene#ts.

Kate Howe, MIPN Coordinator, will continue
to be located at The Nature Consenancy’s of-
#ce in Indianapolis, but she will have a new
Purdue e-mail account. MIPN governance,
programs, and memberships will all remain
the same. We are looking forward to new op-
portunities for interaction and collaboration
with Purdue faculty and Extension sta! . The
transfer to Purdue will also ease some fund-
raising restrictions associated with being part
of The Nature Conservancy.

MIPN is v ery grateful to The Nature Conser-
vancy for all of its help in ge$ ing the orga-
nization established and o! the ground. We
appreciate their willingness to continue to
provide 0" cespace and support for MIPN.

People-Powered Projecighe National Coopera-improve approaches to CWMA organization
tive Weed Management Area (CWMA) Conferand management, and increase support for

encewill be held April 15-17, 2008, in Reno,
NV. Online registration is now av ailable.
With representatives from all 50 states, the
conference will focus on CWMA funding and

logistics, working with v olunteers, early de-
tection and rapid response, awareness and
outreach, and state and national initiativ es,.
The conference will conclude with an all-day

#eld trip to sites in the Reno area.

CWMAs mobilize communities to prev ent
and manage invasive plants and to support
healthy ecosystems. Join CWMA workers,
land managers, and concerned citizens in a
national conference to learn from each other,

CWMAs across the United States.

The event is organized by the Center for In-
vasive Plant Management and co-hosted by
the Midw est Invasive Plant Netw ork, Inva-
sive Plant Atlas of New England, California
Invasive Plant Council, Alaska Commi$ ee
for Noxious and Inv asive Plants Manage-
ment, Mid-Atlantic Exotic Pest Plant Council,
Southeast Exotic Pest Plant Council, and the
Nevada Department of Agriculture. For more
information or to register, visit h$ p://www.
weedcenter.org/CWMAconf/cwma_conf.
htm.



Brian Corr is Director of New Crop Dev el-
opment for the Ball Horticultural Company ,
headquartered in West Chicago, lllinois. Ball
is an international company that dev elops,
produces and distributes ornamental plants.
Brian’s responsibilities include evaluating
plant species for ornamental use including
estimation of the risk of an introduced plant
becoming invasive a%er introduction.

Brian has been actiw in the invasive species
issue for many years and has spoken to nu-
merous national and international audiences
on the importance of the ornamental horti-
culture industry acting responsibly in the in-
troduction of new plants, while emphasizing
the importance of new plant introductions to

the industry. Brian earned his B.S. and M.S.

degrees at the University of lllinois and his

Ph.D. in Plant Physiology/Horticulture at the

University of Minnesota. Prior to joining Ball

he was on the faculty of the University of Ten-
nessee.

In his free time, he is learning guitar and re-
cently auditioned for a part in a local com-
munity theater production of ‘Heaven Can
Wait'.

Brian Corr

Mark Renz

Mark Renz received both his B.S. in Botany
and his Ph.D. in Plant Biology and Weed Sci-
ence from the University of California, Da-
vis. He has held several positions in research
and extension, and currently is an Extension
Weed Sdentist at the Univ ersity of Wisconsin,
Madison. His current program is conducting
extension and research in the management
of weeds in perennial cropping systems and
natural areas. His speci#c areas of interest in-
clude the biology, ecology and management
of perennial weeds; integrating inv asive weed
management and restoration/revegetation
methods; and root biology of perennial w eed
species.

Mark is also the proud father of a 6 ¥%2-year old
daughter, and a 1-month old son. When not
chasing his kids, his wife, or weeds around
Wisconsin, he can usually be found on his
bike somewhere.
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The Northwoods Cooperative Weed Man-
agement Area (NCWMA) in Wisconsin has a
busy schedule of invasive species awareness
& control activities for this upcoming sum-
mer. The NCWMA is an adive community of
weed warriors including over 24 state, federal,
tribal and non-pro# t organizations in the four
northern counties of Wisconsin: Ashland, Bay-
#eld, Douglas & Iron.

The NCWMA will be holding a W eed-Free Wa-
tershed event series this summer to provide
education on invasive species issues as ll

as speci#c information on impacts and on-the-

ground control methods for target inv aders.
The Weed-free Watershed series will distrib-

ute the message of in\asive species awareness
and need for community involvement.

A new CWMA is in the process of forming in
Indiana. A small group of interested partners
held a series of public meetings last year to in-
volve other potential partners and share infor -
mation about how CWMAs work. The South-

ern Indiana CWMA, cov ering 36 counties in
Indiana’s Interior Low Plateau ecoregion,
grew out of those discussions. About 30 public
and priv ate organizations have pledged their
support for the group, and they are activ ely
wor king to # nd funding, take care of logistics,
and start project planning.

The Southern Indiana CWMA (SCWMA)will
hold a meeting on April 3 to provide an update
on their progress and discuss organizational
planning, put together project commi$ ees and
begin planning for 2008 projects. Any current
or prospective partners are invited to a$end.
The meeting will be held from 10:00 AM — 4:00
PM at Muscatatuck National W ildlife Refuge
Nature Center in Seymour, IN.

For more information on the SICWMA or the
April 3 meeting, visit h$ p://www.fs.fed.us/r9/
hoosier/docs/plants/sicwma.htm or contact
Teena Ligman at tligman@fs.fed.us.

As part of each event, participants will ap-

ply newly acquired knowledge by activ ely
targeting the selected plant species. Mays
Weed-Free Watershed event will focus on gar-
lic mustard in the Bad River watershed, June
will target Japanese knotweed in the town of

Bay#eld, July’s event will focus on spo$ ed
knapweed on ATV trails and the September
activity will target leafy spurge in the W ash-
burn & Moquah barrens area. In addition to

the Weed-Free Watershed monthly ewvents, the
NCWMA & partners will be hosting other ed-

ucational talks and events. For more informa-
tion on the Northwoods CWMA or upcoming

events, please visit their w ebsite: www.north-

wood scwma.org.



The Ladybird Johnson Wild'ower Cen-
ter has a new and improved on-line data-
base tool that may help you choose plants
for your yard this spring. The database in-
cludes information on native plants in all 50
states, and you can search for a speci# type
of plant. Search categories include state or
province, habit, life span, light requirement,
soil moisture requirement, bloom time, and
bloom color. If youre not sure what you're
looking for, you can refer to the lists of Rec-
ommended Nativ e Plants by State. The veb-
site provides information and color photos
for 6,829 native plant species, giving you lots
of species to choose from* To try it out, visit
h$p://www.wild'ower.org/plants/.

Over 350 researchers, landowners, wlunteers,
students, land managers, private consultants,
interested citizens, teachers and others a®nd-
ed the Stewardship Network’s #rst confer-
ence: The Science, Practice andrt of Nativ e
Ecosystem Restoration.

Participants packed into the auditorium at the
Kellogg Center in East Lansing, Michigan to
listen to leading scientists explain their latest
research on the restoration of forest, wetland
and grassland/savannah ecosystems in the
Great Lakes region.

“We were very impressed with the quality of
the presenters, the well organized logistics and
the relevance of the subject ma%r,” comment-
ed Mike McCuistion of the Ed Lowe Founda-
tion, “W e also appreciated the short concise
presentations. It was one of the best programs
we have a$ended.”

Each set of presentations ended with a panel
discussion with high value for both question-
er and presenter — allowing participants to
get answers to questions about their speci#c
sites and allowing the presenters/researchers
the opportunity to gain insights into questions

Bu"er#y Weed ( Asclepias tuberoya

that may guide future research.

The rest of the conference featured a vell-at-
tended a%ernoon poster session followed,
with topics ranging from turtle nest mortality ,
to the e! ed of prescribed #re on Karner Blue
bu$er' ies, to the ecological rebirth of an in-
dustrial land#ll.

The desire to network and learn continued into

the evening at a town hall discussion on the
larger issues we face in caring for natural lands
and waters a$ended by more than 175 people.
Stephen Apfelbaum, Applied Ecological Ser
vices; Ray Fahlsing, Michigan Department of
Natural Resources; and Tony Reznicek, Uni-
versity of Michigan set the stage by outlining

what they saw as some of the larger ecological
restoration issues. The topics ranged from hu-
man population growth to climate change to

genotype to inspiring the y ounger generation.

Despite a good snowfall overnight, Saturday’s
sessions got o! to a great start with Stephen
Padkard’s keynote presentation “Orchids and
Flames: The Rebirth of Nature.”

At the breakout sessions that follow ed, a$end-
ees #led up both the artistic w orkshops as



well as the natural areas management ses-

sions. Breakout sessions included nature
photography, the how-to’s of seed collect-
ing, ge$ing your success stories out, and
amphibian and reptile rescue and translo-
cation techniques.

All seats were taken at the closing lun-
cheon, a$eding not only to the tastiness of
the food, but also the ongoing willingness
to network. In fact, networking was list-
ed along with the quality and diversity of
presentations as one of the most \aluable
aspects of the conference by those who

discovering new ideas. Eweryone le%feel-
ing energized and ready to continue car-
ing for our natural lands and waters.

If you missed the conference this year,
you’ll have another chance to gather with
the diverse array of people pulling togeth-
er for nature at Stewardship Netw ork’s
next conference on January 23 and 24,
2009 in East Lansing, MIl. W& hope you'll
join us and considering sharing your re-
search, your restoration, or your v olunteer
e! orts to care for natural lands and waters
through a presentation or poster.

#lled out the evaluation. The conference
provided just the right mid-winter boost
by helping those in a$endance create and
develop relationships while sharing and

Save the Date The Science, Practice & Art of
Restoring Native Ecosystems is returning on
January 23rd and 24th, 2009 in East Lansing!

2008 Natural Areas Conference--

Natural Areas Revival In Music City: T uning
into a changing climate and biological inva-
sion at The Doubletree Hotel - Nashville, Ten-
nessee, October 14 — 17, 2008

The 2008 Natural Areas Conference will be a
joint conference of the Natural Areas Asso-
ciation (NAA) and the National Association

of Exotic Pest Plant Councils (NAEPPC). The
conference will celebrate the 30th anniversary
of the NAA and will be an inaugural national

conference for NAEPPC. The conference will
focus on ecological management themes with
an emphasis on invasive exotic species issues.

Abstract submissions are due April 22. For
more information, visit the NAA website at
www.naturalarea.org.

MIPN’s 2008 Annual Meeting will be held in
conjunction with the North Central Weed Sci-
ence Society Conference, Dec. 8-11 at the Ha%
in Downtown Indianapolis. Sav e the date, and
stay tuned for more information*




MIPN 2008 Membership Registration Form

Name: Date:
Address:
City: State/Province: Postal Code:

Telephone Number:

E-mail Address:

Would you like to subscribe to the MIPN listserv? Yes No Already subscribed
| am a (Please mark all that apply Please indicate below if you would like to join
____Federal government employee any of MIPN’s commi” ees

____State government employee ___Education

____County or city government employee ___Early Detection and Data Management
____College or university employee ___Green Industry (Prevention)

____College or university student __Research

____Non-pro$t organization employee
____Industry employee

____Land manager

____Concerned citizen

___ Other Please explain:

Student* %10 Name of school:
Individual %20 (You may sign up for multiple years to minimize renewal notices and paperwork!)
Sustaining** %100 (%50 for non-pro$t organizations)

Additional donations to support our programs are welcome.

*Student membership requires full or part-time enroliment at an accredited university, college, junior
college, or high school.

**Sustaining membership includes any accredited institution of learning, botanical garden, research in-
stitute, corporation, association, organization, interest group, partnership, public agency, or government
body that joins MIPN under their institutional name.

Please make checks payable to
The Nature Conservancy, Indiana Chapter , and write “Midwest Invasive Plant Network”
in the memo line.

Mail to:

Kate Howe

The Nature Conservancy of Indiana
1505 N. Delaware St., Suite 200
Indianapolis, IN 46202



